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I have just returned from & visit from Jenuary 26th to March 3lst

é/g Co 11 3w wniany

to the following citles and tovnst Paris, Strasbourg, Zurich, Copenhagen,
8tockholm, Uppsals, London, Ox{ord, Cambridge, Amsterdan, Leiden, Brussels,
Lisge, Louvain, and sgain to Paris end London. Most of the persons I talked
with were doctors teaching in the medical schoole ~ a few university profes-
sors and méministmw?a, a fevw were business men. I talked with no profes-
gional politiclansa.

To inguiries regarding the future of Furope, the replies took
always the form of the quist but sarmest question, *What is America going to
807 ....You have the lesdership.... poor Burope e¢an do little.* This wvas
not a retort, It was a request for the basie on which my inquiries could be
ansvered. The more discoursged said, "Buvope is finighed;® the nore optimis-
tic eald, "Another war will finish Furope.?

Certainly in those countries which the Germens had occupied, tut
in some measure everywhere, the future is being faced with & long-suffering
appreheasion, a sort of gelf-controlled petience end sezsoned suffering,
that reminded me that old people weep quletly when tears come at all,

Some bits of conversetions I resember convey the atmosphere I en~
countered. In Demmerk, someone ssld of the Occupation, "We have not found
the Gcmaﬁpxgliw and $0 mwany of our young wmen have lost thelr lives.® In
SBweden, "We do not know vhat the Government has promised to the Russzians but
it muet be very much.® I wag shown there a large room in the basesent of
& zental hospital built in 1943, still wecant, es an air rsid shelter
fpgainst the Russisns." In Belglum, 1 seked a professor's wife whether
there was any talk among herx vfrianda or relatives of emigration from Belgium.
Her reply was, "There ig no talk of snything else." In England, a profes-
sor's wife said, "My 1life falle into these divisions: prewsr,” 1314-18;
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between the vars, 1939-45; and this last postwar period. It's curiocus but
these last years since the war ended seem the longest stretch of all., VWe
thought winning the war would end our troubles but it hasn't.® In Englend,
Sweden and Switzerland there wez some intsrest in helping some of the Geruanss
in the other countries there wss no evidence of interest. It peened to nme
that everyvhere people were simply avolding the long term view of the future.
To contemplate so large o series of uncertainties was unendurable.

Have you ever had to paddle 2 cenoe overlosded with children and
essential baggage? Your sittentlon was conceuntrated exclusively on paddling.
Cursing was no uee. Strength wme to be applled or eonserved, auot waested in
telk or gpeculation or outeries. Too much at hand - paddling, wetching ths
gunwhale, and ococasional swift glances st the sky. In Burope they are simi-
larly preoccupied with the present,

In terms of food and c¢lothing and shelter, there has been marked
Improvement, But everyvhere laxes, repsirs, delays and a monotonous struggle
with rising prices preoccupy everyonmels strength snd stiention. HNo one feels
out of the woods yet, no one isg bresthing ecsy for there is so much uncer~
tainty ahesd. In this quiet precceupation word coming of the pimerican re-
action to the changes in Czechoslovakls seemed gimply ineredible, It seened
hystericelly unreal to have s war scare in Euvope of all places. And would
wthey® fight it here agsin? How could we Buropesns survive another war?
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Behind these spparenily superficlel impressions there are & nuaber
of factors whope interpretation is in zome degree a matter of personal
Judgment.

Vestern Burope's present population of upwards of two hundred mile

iion has depended as it grew during the lagt hundred years upom mamufscture



3.

in exchange for foodstuffs lmported from abroad. Unless that trade can be ree
established I can sse only emigration as & solution, or the alternative of
glow atafmtim and dying out becsuse of hardship, accompsnled by varying
degrees and kinds of social breskdowm,

Hen and vomen of the requisiie intelligence aad integrity for leader-
ship in maintalning the traditional forms of nationalistic sovereignty are
not evailable beceuse too many of them were killed i{n the first world wer -
and deported to death In Gersany in the second. Besides, the concepts and
traditions of national sovereligaty sre ocutworn snd ineffective in a world
transfomed by technologiesl changes in mmmfacture, trangportstion and com~
munications.

Even the traditionsl idee of one country msking war oa another is
dlsconcertingly inepplicsble to the present Communist technique of politicel
infiltretion and clase warfare by mesns of strikes snd selzure of police con-
trol. We smericans would do well Yo be studying mase pgychology as well as
stomic bombs, for vhat faith have we ever had in foree when pitted agaluat
deep conviction?

Can ve never aweken t0 realive the illogical and uareasoning power
of jealousy and eavy, snd the strength of & conviction of injustice - vhether
or not that feellag is justified? What duradle wisdom is there In tryving %o
maintain by wer privilege and upper-clase evesion of obligation sither here
oy in Europe, vhen war incresses the very poverty that mskes privilege in-
tolerable?

Communima ie st home in adversity. Its sppesl ie to the dispossessed,
to the envious, the covetous and unscrupulous, but aleso to the young, to those
vho waat to hope and 10 those vwho are eynleal and dlsgusted at lethargy or
corruption or Lrresponeibility in high places - or even not so high.
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Twenty sepersie parties of the Bight passionately divided between
themselves are no metch for a single dlsciplined group of professionsl poli-
tlclans.

Great Britain, France, and the United States have made mistakes in
the past that nov are costing us dearly - Archangel in 1918, Manchuria,
Ethlopis, Csechoslovakia.

The unexpected price tay of victory over a totelitarian country is
that you have to govern it afterward ~ snd with what eanthusissm or effective~
ness? Aond, in additiom, do not forget the destruction in Europe, the present
indebtedness and taxation, the mounting poverty.

More wer would not seitle ell these problems. It would only mul-
tiply and aggrsveate them and nske even more difficult the most important task
of all. 7Thle most importent tssk 1s for us to forego the false security of
privilege and the snesthetic comfort of power. We have got to creste the
security that comes from justice, and the comfort thst comes from hope and
peace., I do not deny that the covetous and deesitful who put thelr trust in
viclenece would be stopped by violence. If they were to chocse violence as &
weapon they would betrsy what would control their conduct mogt. But if Com~
munlsa spreeds, 1% is not becnuse it employs phyvaical violence. It spresds
begause 1t i2 patient, devious, flexible and reaslisiic ~ the very gualities
we don't poseess. It spreads becsuse it sppresls to persons who have not
before been dispossessed, disillusioned, dlscouraged and, especially, eavious
and indignant.

1 say especially the enviocus end indignant because humen beings have
borne and can bear an unbelievable amount of suffering and hardship as long as
there is universal sharing of misery and even-hsnded justice in sharing

rellef or yespite from hardship. Jealousy and envy are the uranium and
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plutorium of human societles; what they cen liberate in destructive energy is
not funny. If during the blite in London e completely effective and luxuriocus
alr reld shelter had been bullt and reserved for any group of {ive hundred
persons, even for the key personnel of the Governuent, British morslewould
have been smashed to angry pleces. Privilege snd power may override the
eabitternent snd sense of injustice they produce, but they esanot survive fore
ever the resultant wesknegs in the society they corrode. The embittered dis-
trust and stubborn sense of Ilanjustice among British ccal miners have taken
yenrs to sccumulatve. With vhat glib promises may they nov be removed? The
patient no longer tma'&a the purgeon snd lesst of all the asnesthelist who
tries to calm him for snother operation. Don't underrate envy snd distrust,

Commmumlien appesls to the dispossessed. On evidenece at hand they
have nothing to lose. They have lost not merely their savings but far more
digturbing the chance to earn. To the meretricious hope of sharing the wealth
they add the vindietive hope of gesing others suffer ss they have already
suffered. Misery loves compeny - with & vengeance. Inflation as a way of
Ineressing the nuabers of the disposzgessed ig as infurlsting as it is slick.
Yoy so meny of the blg msnufscturers {n the United States haove chosen big
d¢ividends rethier than lowering their prices, entirely eludes my comprehension.
I say big companies because the larger the targetz the wmore pecple can shoot
st them., The suall companles can wmnke the senme misteke and so take thelr
own mean share in swelling the numbers of those who will listen hopefully to
s change in our form of goverament,

Comaunism sppeals to the disillusioned, to those who msy not have
logt most or all their property but who have lost thelr confidence in the
ability but sbove a1l the honesty of their goverauental authorities. They
heve come to believe that justice is open to all - like the Ritgz. They have
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concluded that having & smart lawyer is more importsat then coming before a
good Judge; and our reverds finsnclal and otherwise for the judiciary in Aner-
iea can hardly serve conclusively to disprove their cynicism. A friead of
mine who 1g an expert in American muniecipal govermment belittles the losm of
regpect for the law during the Prohibition era. He seys that the loss of
ragpept thal comes {rom Americans' use of their political friends to tear up
pariing tickets and suwmions for bresiing traffic rules ip far more serious.
Hendrik ven Loon once fished & [ifty cent plece out of his pocket, regarded
1% penpively, and said to me, "'In God we Trust! - this is the polite eguiv-
alent of your resl natlonal motto, VI ghould worry'.® Of course if ve get
avay with 1t we don't glve law bresking e secoad thought, but, I warm you,
losers have long nemories. Penaliies evaded are goon forgotten, penslities
inflicted renkle for yeers Lf they are imposed on some people and evaded by
others. We are adnlitedly not a lav abiding nation. But geiting awsy with
it leaves even saardt people with & sense of gullt., This shows long after as
& pucden and pssslonate interest In law and order against thoge who didn't
got away with ii, whom we so alrily esll "disgruntled.® The Europeans who
dida't knov how the other nelf lived sre finding out how the other half hates.

Comaunism eppenls to the discournged. You begln to think of alter-
natives vhen you cen't even hope. It is no good to point out that eves if
the present is bad, Comumunism would be worse. If the present gets bad enough
people will take & chanece on & change being worse. I've seen plenty of
people change doctors - for the worae, And they don't feel gulliy if the
loved one dies when the change has been masde. Hopeless people get hard-
hearted.

Does wll this confuse you? Do you want me to go ia for nice clear-

cal unasbiguous stabements sbout what impressed me mogt in Burope or on my
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return? VWell, what has Impressed me the most has been the Anericen passion
for over-simplified staterzents, for Yes or No, for Ideal or Atroclous, for
Bluek or White, for Now or Never., Ve even prefer to have our thinking simple.
T would not be surprised if my stating the varled appeals which Comsunien
pogsesces sseme like o guspiclous sort of procedure, But I cannot belleve
that the situation in Purope ie simple, nor that 1t would be useful or even
honest W swmarize 1t in slnple terss. And to resolve the difficulties there
by war or by the itolk of war coene to me an over-simplification.

Two more points. Don't be surprised Lf the Buropesns are slow to
recover. There iec something in thelr sltustion we do not comprehend. We
have not had it here within the nemory of the living. I refer to the loss
of their leadors, first in 1914~-12 =mnd sgeln (in the occupled countries) in
1939..%, Let me give you some examples from my own knovledge. In en Oxford
University Club of the year 1914 mumbering twenty young men, three survived
the First World Var. Of seven homors graduates in 1906 at the University of
Grenoble, one survived the Firat World War. That gives an iden of the lcases
of 191i-18, Im 1943, the Geruuns prepaved & list of French men and women
vhose charscters and abilities made them leaders in their villages, towns
and cltleg; 280,000 persons on that list were ueported and only 28,000 ever
raturned to Fronce - sand they in all too many lagtences broxen by prison
toerture oné feer. A siniliar toll laid on = ¢lty ssy the size of Cleveland
snd its suburbs would mesn twelve thousend persons removed from the leader-
ghip of that city. That is & bewildering kind of loszs, and repeated twice
in thirty yearys it verges on sxtinction of strength snd even the plsns to
recover. Vhat kind of leaderghip do you expect under such a handicap? Let
us not be critical Lf they ask quietly, "Whed will the Americsns dot”
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They look to us. In England during the war, the ghildren, I was told,
would look murriedly to their parents vhen s bomb exploded, They didn't look
at the bomb, but to thelr paremta' feces, to lesrn how to interpret the explo-
sion, If thelr parente showed no fear, the children stayed calm. But if the
parent's face shoved fear, the children were terrified, for they knew they
were not strong., I think I need not say more. The major task withia our
reach L2 the example we set to the enviocus, the dispossesed, the disillusioned,
snd the discoursged.

And so inevitably comes your question, "Well, what do you see as the
solution, if it is not war, or weiting for war to Ye weged upcn uvs"?

In terms of defenze I think the construction of airplanes end the
trsining of their crewe deserves attention, So does the educstion of expert
technoclogists. Universal military training without the psychological stimulus
of war will produce either a fascist stzte or disaffection where ii is least wanted.

I do not believe that with 10,000,000 dezd and hundreds of cities and
towns destroyed the KHuscians went to wage war. They w nt the extension of idess
but I am convinced that if any westsrn Europesn governments or our own govern-
ment tallies the welfare of the éfeatest number of its citizens as its greatest
concern, Communism cannot extend. The Russians hsve never known prosperity for
the mass of its people. Until a government has lesrned how to survive prosperity
it has not met the severest tezt of £1l. I bellevs that if the Russizns were to
secure genersl prosperity it would break intsrnslly the strength of Communism.
Russia invaded has tdumphed; Russia the invader hss resulted in revolution.

It is when pieces of gold are within resch thzt bands of thieves fall
upon each other. There's honor azmong thieves until they get the booty. Then
envy, jealousy and embitterment begin. The odd thing about my view is that T
reclly believe in self-control and what is known as the Christisn ethic - not
at all beczuse it enjoined upon us an iceal but because it is the only thing that

worke in the long run. I don't believe the Russians have begun to meet the resl



0

difficulties, so if prosperity should come to them it will corrupt them and
destroy them.

You can't crush ideas with force alone. If this talk seems to
have dealt with ideas it is because ideas, especially self-control and good

will, are the only corrective I can see to the spread of Communism.

ALAN GREGG

APRIL 7, 1948



